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INTRODUCTION

The Italian Disability Forum, which is submitting these written replies, has always been active over the years to monitor the implementation of policies and programmes aiming at the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, working in the wider framework of Human Rights, where also the United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities has its principles rooted.

The adoption of the CRPD by Italy has triggered the long awaited discourse for the inclusion of disability in the human rights system, however the data collected by the civil society show that the cultural change underlying this new approach is yet to be consolidated in our country. The condition of disability still covers a marginal position in the political, social and cultural agendas, especially when it  applied to national and local administrative policies.

For this reason, and also in order to encourage our country in meeting the ICESCR requirements, we submit this document to you, Chairperson, and to all the Committee members in order to support the examination and monitoring activity of the Italian country report.

This document contains our observations on some specific issues that we believe are important to be evaluated, also because they are lacking in the Italian Report to this Committee.

Through these written replies we wish to suggest elements for the analysis and the evaluation of the policies for the promotion of human rights from a disability perspective, and at the same time, to suggest a more in depth analysis of some key issues of pivotal role/importance for persons with disabilities.

Also the recommendations included at the end of each paragraph aim at strengthening the work the Committee is called to do in encouraging the State Party to implement the Covenant.

About the authors 
The Italian Disability Forum (Forum Italiano sulla Disabilità - FID) is an Italian not-for-profit DPO, full member of the European Disability Forum (EDF), representing the interests of persons with disabilities in Italy. It is composed exclusively of national organizations of persons with disabilities and their families. Its aims are to fight for the recognition, promotion and protection of the human rights of persons with disabilities, as well as for non-discrimination and equal opportunities.  Since its establishment, the Italian Disability Forum has participated in all initiatives and activities carried out by EDF.
National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) 
Even if it has not been directly mentioned in the List of Issues to Italy, we believe that it is important to highlight the failure to establish a National Human Right Institution (NHRI) based on the Paris Principles. We believe that this is of particular importance in this context as, despite the many attempts, it is yet to be done in Italy. Many of the draft laws produced since 2011 do not take into account the Paris Principles and while the Parliament is engaged in producing a new text, the only human rights protection mechanisms active in Italy are represented by the National Office Against Racism (UNAR-Ufficio Nazionale Antidiscriminazioni Razziali)
, established by Legislative Decree 215/2003 and the Inter-ministerial Committee for Human Rights (CIDU – Comitato Interministeriale per I Diritti Umani), which are both governmental bodies and do not have the capacity to produce legally binding remedies. 

	Recommendations

· Continue the efforts to set up a Human Rights Institution that should function in an independent manner, in accordance with the Paris Principles.

· Establish an inclusive consultation process with civil society during the establishment of the National Human Rights Institution.




ICESCR PROVISIONS

Article 2, paragraph 1 - Maximum available resources

Issue no. 3

Please provide information on measures taken to mitigate the adverse impact of the austerity measures adopted in response to the financial and economic crisis, in particular on the most disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups and with regard to the enjoyment of the rights to work, social security, housing, health and education.

Social Funds

The National Fund for Social Policy
 and the Fund for dependent persons
 are the main instruments set up to ensure the implementation of the welfare system and the basic level of welfare benefits throughout the national territory and that the government, together with the regional and local authorities should ensure to contribute the financing of social expenditure.

To date, the social funds are insufficient to ensure resource policies and consolidated services in the area: their scarcity, the heavy cutting of financial transfers to the regions, the strictness of the Stability Pact, a reduction in health expenditure, represent serious and practical limitations to welfare which should be inclusive, universal and showing a logic of investment rather than downgraded to unproductive expenditure.

The most significant consequence of this is the severe reduction of Social Funding at regional level, for example, the one that has been proposed by the Marche Region which foresees an enormous cut from 30 million euros of the previous year’s budget to just over one million for the year 2015. Such drastic reductions challenge the implementation of important social measures, which are mainly the responsibility of local authorities, such as residential support for children, persons with disabilities, older persons, and income support measures to combat poverty.

Assistance

The National Council for Economy and Labor (Consiglio Nazionale sull’Economia e sul Lavoro, CNEL)
 published an analysis of the data of 2012-2013
 where it appears that, specifically in the area of dependence, including temporary dependence, there is a high number of public support measures, ascribing to their multiplicity and the wide diversity between them one of the causes of their limited effectiveness.

The tools involve a substantial public financial commitment, with a disparity between the total costs and the actual support (in cash or in services) provided to stakeholders
.

The gradual reduction of funding for social policies
 has increased the gap between North and South of the country. According to the ISTAT (the Italian Institute of Statistics) 2011 "Survey on assistance and social services of the local municipalities”
, the most "virtuous" Regions in terms of a cost-benefit analysis are always the northern ones. However, in the southern regions, the current social expenditure has registered + 35.8% (compared to the Italian average of 27.1%), than in the Centre-North, from 23.4 to 25.3%. In view of a pro-capita spending 131,5 euro (2008), the North spent 151,5 euro compared to 92,8 euro in the South (data Ifel-ANCI, 2010).

Alongside the differences in total spending for assistance services in different parts of Italy, it is possible to identify a trend pointing at re-institutionalization of persons with disabilities and, in general, dependent persons such as the elderly and persons with psycho-social disabilities. This practice undermines the commitments made by states parties  of the CESCR and the CRPD as well as other conventions and international agreements to protect the rights of persons with disabilities. The re-institutionalization process started in the Marche region with Resolution of the Regional Council n. 1260/2013
, which is a direct consequence of the austerity measures adopted following the economic crisis. This resolution establishes  that residential units for any  person depending on others’ support, because of disability, mental illness or old age,  must not have less than 20 beds, and recommending to merge 20-beds units in residential facilities accommodating  not less than 40-60 residents. Resolution n. 1260/2013, therefore, is not explicitly referring to compulsory placement  of persons with psychosocial disabilities, but in fact it has the same effect as a compulsory placement for all dependent persons lacking support of families,  as no alternative residential options or other forms of support in the community are provided. 

Institutionalization in segregating facilities has a clear negative impact on participation of excluded persons, as a matter of fact, and constitutes a discrimination of persons with disabilities who need substantial  support to participate in society.

Health expenditure

In 2000, public health expenditure amounted to 5.7% of GDP (67.5 billion euro); in 2010, the percentage was 7.3% of GDP (112 billion euro); in 2011, it decreased to 7.14% of GDP; in 2012-2013 it ranged between 7.1 and 7.3% of GDP (112 -113.6 billions), with forecasts of a slight decline from 2014 to 2015% to 6.9% of GDP in 2015.

The combined effect of eight laws passed between 2009 and 2013
, show that the overall size of the cuts up to 2015 amounted to 34.9 billion

.

For example, art. 8, paragraph 8 letter a) of legislative decree no. 66/2014 "Urgent measures for competitiveness and social justice"
, authorizes the Public Administration to reduce by 5% the fees of contracts for the supply of goods and provision of services already in place or in the process of being signed had a contract been awarded following 24 April 2014, regardless of the type of users and the type of services provided.  In the case of services for people with disabilities, this involves reducing the number of health and social care and social services and consequently a reduction in employment levels for groups of workers not protected in the field of social welfare. The 2012 report of the Ministry of Health
 on the compliance with the provision of what are called, “Essential Levels of Assistance” (Livelli Essenziali di Assistenza, LEA), confirms that they are only guaranteed in eight regions, seven in the Centre-North (Emilia-Romagna, Umbria, Tuscany, Marche, Veneto, Piedmont, Lombardy) plus Basilicata, while they are partially disregarded in Abruzzo and Liguria. The situation is critical in regions with repayment plans: Molise, Lazio, Sicily, Calabria, Campania and Puglia.

	Recommendation: 

· Provide sufficient financial support to specific funds for persons with disabilities and persons who depend on others and monitor the reduction of economic support and services provided by the Regional and local authorities.

· Repeal laws, policies and programmes which encourage and endorse re-institutionalization and segregation of persons with disabilities; refrain from taking austerity measures which result in the denial of economic, social and cultural rights of disadvantaged and marginalized individuals including persons with disabilities; ensure the provision of services in the community which support inclusion and participation.

· Limit the budget cuts planned for the Health system and ensure equal distribution of funding and implementation of standards, in particular the Essential Levels of Assistance (LEA), throughout the country.


Article 2 –Non-discrimination

Issues no. 4, 5, 6

Please indicate whether the anti-discrimination legislation covers all prohibited grounds of discrimination, in line with article 2, paragraph 2, of the Covenant.

Please clarify whether the equality provisions of article 3 of the Italian Constitution apply to non-citizens. Please indicate the steps taken to ensure adequate protection against age discrimination outside employment.

Please provide information on measures taken to prevent and prohibit discrimination on grounds of disability, sexual orientation and gender identity in employment and occupation.

In 2006, the Italian Government passed law no. 67/2006: “Measures for the legal protection of persons with disabilities who are victims of discrimination". This law provides persons with disabilities with the possibility to report any act of direct or indirect discrimination to the Judicial Authority, so as to obtain its termination. Through the Ministerial decree of 30 April 2008, the Ministry of Equal Opportunities (located within the Presidency of the Council of Ministers has given 43 organizations
 the capacity to act on behalf of people with disabilities who have been subject to discrimination and wish to press charges, to which they can turn to see protected their rights and not to be left alone to act with Court proceedings. However it is important to note that legal actions are undertaken by associations alone, with no economic support whatsoever by the government in facing the high legal expenditures. 

At the moment, there are no mechanisms to collect data on the phenomena and to monitor implementation of law no 67/2006. Due to the lack of data and statistics, it is not possible to analyze the situation of discrimination against persons with disabilities, the level of their participation in society and access to equal opportunities. 

Not even the UNAR (Ufficio Nazionale Antidiscriminazioni Razziali- Italian Office against Racial Discrimination), which is the Italian equality body, is able to identify the level of discrimination to which persons with disabilities are subject. In its annual report to the Parliament (2013),
 it is clarified that it does not have the power to impose sanctions but also that it does not meet the requirements of independence and autonomy due to its legal configuration, which effectively makes it an additional governmental office, unlike equality bodies of other EU and non EU countries.

Within the anti-discrimination framework, the principle of reasonable accommodation has been recently introduced in the Italian judicial system with law no. 99/2013 on the promotion of occupation and social cohesion
, issued after a decision of the European Court of Justice of 11 April 2003
 condemning Italy for the incorrect transposition of article 5 of EC Directive 78/2000 which requires employers to adopt the principle of “reasonable accommodation” for persons with disabilities within the work environment. Law no. 99/2013 introduces the explicit reference to reasonable accommodation according to the UN CRPD, however, contrary to the CRPD, it does also say that employers should implement such principle “without new or additional costs for the public budget and with the human and instrumental resources already available”.  This is not in line with the definition of reasonable accommodation under the CRPD,
 and thus invalidates the principle and the effectiveness of the law.

In the Law no 67/2006 “Measures for the legal protection of persons with disabilities who are victims of discrimination" there is no reference to reasonable accommodation, nor to the fact that the denial of reasonable accommodation constitutes discrimination.

	Recommendations:

· Take steps to establish a National Human Rights Institution which respects the Paris Principles and in the meantime ensure that the UNAR is mandated to examine complaints of disability-based discrimination and to impose sanctions on perpetrators, as well as fulfilling requirements of independence and autonomy.

· Take immediate steps to fully implement the obligation to provide reasonable accommodation in accordance with Article 2 of the CRPD across all sectors, also by providing adequate funding and conduct training on reasonable accommodation in both public and private sectors in close consultation with organisations of persons with disabilities.


Article 6 –The right to work

Issue no. 13

Please indicate current minimum wage levels, including minimum wages paid in sectors not covered by national collective agreements. Please inform the Committee as to whether the minimum wage provides for a decent living for workers and their families. 

In the field of employment, it is important to highlight that multiple discrimination (based on gender and disability) is experienced by women with disabilities, who represent 48,39% of total number of persons with disabilities registered
. In Italy, inclusion of all persons with disabilities in the labor market is regulated by Law no 68/1999; however, women with disabilities still face serious barriers in seeking a job as they lack the necessary competences due to the discrimination they also face in education. Women and girls with disabilities are less likely to complete high school and higher and university level education. When and if they are able to continue on to higher education, they are usually directed towards certain training choices that lead to subordinate positions and lower positions in the labor market. 

Official statistics in the field of employment reported that in 2005
, among people with disabilities, only 1,8% of women were employed against 6,8% of the men
. Age is a differentiating factor: among persons with disabilities within the age range of 15 and 44, only 13,9% of women were employed against 22,3% of men; and within the age group between 45 and 64, only 10,4% of women were employed against 24,6% of men.

Law no 68/99 does not foresee any form of positive actions and specific measures for the employment of women with disabilities. The beneficiaries of the legislative provisions are “persons with disabilities” in general, with no specific reference to women. 

On a wider picture, it should be also mentioned that there is no employment law or policy specifically directed to women with disabilities. 

Women are invisible both in the world of gender and the world of disability, and their role in the work force is not even recognized. It is not known if there are national surveys
 and research exploring the phenomenon of the multiple discrimination to which women with disabilities are subjected, including in the field of employment, from a perspective of the social model of disability and respect of human rights.  Without such research and data collection, laws and policies will continue to miss out on targeting their effective inclusion and participation.

	Recommendations

· Ensure collection of data across all sectors disaggregated by gender, age, disability, geographical location, ethnic background, etc- including education (enrolment and completion rates), employment, social protection, standard of living, poverty, violence, health, housing etc
· Take measures to increase programmes for women and girls with disabilities in the areas of education and employment in order to enhance their inclusion and to create equal opportunities for their participation. This includes, inter alia, gender-sensitive job-seeking and vocational training programmes. 


Article 11 –The right to an adequate standard of living

Issue no. 21

Please provide statistical data, on an annual basis since 2008, on the percentage of the population living below the poverty line, disaggregated by sex, age, urban/rural population and ethnic group. Please provide information on measures taken, and resources mobilized, to combat poverty, in particular among disadvantaged and marginalized groups, including children and young persons, women, older persons, the working poor, immigrants, the homeless, Roma and ethnic minorities, families with one or more children and households headed by a person seeking employment. Please also report on steps taken to address the level of income inequality across the State party. 
The presence of one or more person with a disability in a family represents one of the main causes of poverty. The lack of a job or difficulties in accessing the labour market, high costs of the social and health services, lack of assistive care, the overhead for families who eventually resort to the private market or take on the care-giving role, with significant impact on the career path of caregivers, are all factors affecting the family income.

Annual data published by ISTAT does not include information on the condition of persons with disabilities, also compared to other citizens. The report on policies against poverty and social exclusion, published in 2012 by the Committee on Social Exclusion (CIES) is based on data collected in 2010
. According to this survey, material deprivation affects persons with disabilities to a greater extent than the general population
. 

Significant regional disparities have been documented: the percentage of individuals with disabilities who live in deprived families reaches 38.6% in the South, 20.5% in the Centre and 15.5% in the North, against, respectively, to 23%, 12.2% and 8.5% of those without disabilities
.

As for the condition of poverty among children with disabilities it is once again stressed that there are no national statistics relating to children with disabilities between 0 and 6 years old. In addition, official data does not provide information relating to children with disabilities from 0 to 18 years old.

It is worth, however, referring to the Working Group for Monitoring the CRC
 which performed in 2014 a survey on poverty from which it was found that in one year, more than 300.000 children fell into poverty. It happened in Italy between 2011, when they were 723.000 children in poverty,  and 2012 when it rose to 1.058.000 children in poverty which amounts to 10.3% of the total number of children. The increase in the number of children and teenagers experiencing poverty is in line with the more general increased number of poor families and individuals.

In Italy, according to data reported in 2012, 3.232.000 families lived in relative poverty (12.7%), for a total of 9.563 million poor individuals, 15.8% of the entire population
. 

In addition, the ongoing economic crisis has continued to aggravate the disinvestment in actions and policies to combat child poverty in our country, leading to the imbalance of social spending (especially that destined to family and motherhood) and the frailty of welfare services, aggravated by policies of strong reduction and fragmentation of resources aimed at social interventions. 

	Recommendations:

· Take immediate steps to address persons with disabilities and their families living in poverty by avoiding reduction of services and benefits targeted to children and adults with disabilities and introducing measures steps to bring the amount of social benefit in line with minimum wages for an adequate standard of living, and develop and implement compensation schemes concerning disability-related extra expenses incurred by persons with disabilities and their families.
· Take immediate steps to ensure close consultation of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in policy making concerning social welfare benefits and services and poverty reduction programmes to ensure that policies and programmes are implemented to effectively meet their needs.


Article 9 – The right to social security & Article 12 –The right to physical and mental health

Issues no. 18, 23, 25

Please indicate how authorities ensure that social assistance benefits are provided to all those in need and that the monthly amounts allow for a decent living. Please provide information on measures taken to address the disparities in the provision of social services across regions.

Please report on measures taken to address the regional disparities in health-care quality, including at the primary health-care level. Please also provide information on measures taken to mitigate the adverse impact of cuts in public health expenditure, and of medical costs borne by users, on the effective access to health care for persons on low or no income. 

Please indicate what measures the State party has been taking (a) to improve and further develop preventive services, including screening programmes, and to address the increase in the prevalence of chronic illnesses; (b) to address the overuse of antibiotics; and (c) to address the high rate of obesity among children. 

Disability is still an invisible matter in the institutional agenda while problems impact dramatically on families who are often left alone to care for their relatives with disabilities. Many researchers have studied the experience that families face in relation to the conditions of their family members with disabilities. In 2011, Censis for the Cesare Serono Foundation carried out a study focused on the condition of persons with multiple sclerosis and autism entitled "The hidden dimension of disability". It identified the figure of the burden of care of parents, in particular discrimination by association suffered by mothers of persons with disabilities.

In fact, this research showed a negative impact on the working life of the majority of families involved in the study: a total of 65.9% of families reported a negative change of at least one parent, and the figure is still 61.3% among parents of persons whose disability is defined as less severe, while the figure is 68.9% among parents of persons with severe or very severe disability.

It is especially mothers who have experienced this type of deterioration of their career (62.6% of cases) as opposed to fathers (25.5% of cases).

In particular, 25.9% of mothers left or lost their job, and 23.4% of them reduced their working time (e.g. by switching to a part-time job).  This the consequence most frequently cited by fathers (11.2%), while 8.3% claimed that their opportunities for career advancement were reduced.

	Recommendations:

· Ensure the provision of support services, to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities. In particular, ensure that services and assistance are rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance.
· Establish social benefit schemes for families of children with disabilities which adequately and appropriately cover disability-related assistance as well as provide assistance and training for families of children with disabilities to ensure their care at home.


Article 10 – Protection of the family, mothers and children & article 12 –The right to physical and mental health

Violence against women

Issue no. 24

Please report on measures taken to ensure that women’s access to legal termination of pregnancy procedures is available in practice, in particular by ensuring that medical practitioners and other health personnel performing such procedures are effectively available to potential patients. 

In Italy, none of the laws in favor of women refer to specifically women with disabilities
. Despite the fact that women with disabilities are more exposed to violence of sexual, physical and psychological nature, there is no reference to them in Law no 66 of 15 February 1996 “Rules against sexual violence”
. The lack of legislative reference is at the base of a complete absence of information regarding violence and abuse suffered by women with disabilities in Italy. Even in the last report “Violence and maltreatment against women” commissioned by the Ministry for Rights and Equal Opportunities and carried out by the National Statistics Institute (ISTAT), based on the results of a study on the safety of women, carried out from January till October 2007, there is no information regarding women with disabilities. Also in the investigation “Harassment and sexual harassment” made by ISTAT carried out from 2008 and 2009 there is no information regarding girls and women with disabilities. The non-existence of data does not mean that the phenomenon does not exist. Instead, it shows the indifference and lack of attention on the part of the Italian authorities. 

The ill-treatment and abuse of children in general is a phenomenon that continues to be underestimated in Italy. There is no national system able to identify child victims of ill-treatment
, its frequency, its epidemiology, the risk factors and its causes as well as a monitoring mechanism. Although a pilot scheme was introduced by the National Childhood and Adolescence Documentation and Analysis Centre
, this scheme has only been adopted by five regions and experimented within just a few small areas. It is a long way from becoming a “national system”. The same goes for the specific area of sexual exploitation where there is an informative website of the Observatory for the Fight against Pedophilia and Child Pornography
, however its database is still not operational
. It is important to highlight that the same Observatory confirms that the statistics are based on the detection of the number of crimes committed and of people reported, not the number of children who have been abused
. Attempts to study the phenomenon have been carried out by the civil society; studies usually refer to specific geographical areas and assessment methods are usually differentiated, nonetheless, they can provide reliable data to help us estimate the incidence of this phenomenon at national level. One of their most recent reports
 takes into consideration this phenomenon among children of 49 Italian municipalities. It shows that 1 out of 6 children taken in charge by the social services are victims of ill treatment and 1 child out of 100 (0.98% of the total resident children) is assisted by social services for reasons of ill-treatment. Given that as of 1 January 2012, the global child population in Italy was 10.574.660, it is plausible to say that more than 100.000 children are victims of maltreatment. The study gives a real picture of the extent of the phenomenon and projects it on a national scale, demonstrating that the phenomenon is widespread in our country, and not just 'estimated'. 

It is alarming to conclude that in those reports there is no mention of children (girls and boys) with disabilities. Many questions have to be asked considering the complete indifference by Italian authorities: Where are they? Are they not victims of violence and ill-treatment? Are they not in charge of Social Services or, on the contrary, they are but adults have not been able to appropriately interact with them and obtain the necessary information? Are children with intellectual disabilities even taken into consideration when implementing direct interview-based research? And yet, the incidence of violence suffered by children with disabilities corresponds to significant percentage. Researchers
 have found that children with disabilities are about 3.7 times more at risk of being subjected to forms of neglect, 3.8 times to be victims of physical or psychological abuse, and 4 times more at risk of being subjected to forms of sexual abuse compared to children without disabilities
. UNICEF also reports studies conducted from 1990 to 2010 on violence against children with disabilities estimating the percentage of children victim of various forms of violence ranging from 26.7%, to 20.4% of those victim of physical violence and 13.7% victim of sexual violence. It is estimated that compared to their non-disabled peers, children with disabilities are 3.7 times more likely to be victims of various forms of violence and children with intellectual or mental disabilities are 4.6 times more likely to be victims of sexual violence.
 In the field of prevention of ill-treatment and abuse and with regard to children with intellectual disabilities, especially girls, there is no plan to deliver appropriate training to staff of police, judges, lawyers, families, associations, etc on how to recognize abuse and violence. Italy’s written reply to UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC Cttee) in August 2011 stated that “Anybody can report violations about children’s rights or situations of risk to the Ombudsman, even using the public free phone numbers” (para 67 of CRC Italy’s written reply). However we have to underline that the Ombudsman was not nominated as operative since the law was just approved
, and that the law does not explicitly foresee accessible complaint mechanisms or even accessible information on how to report violations of the rights of persons with disabilities. For example, the public free phone numbers, mentioned earlier, are not accessible to children with hearing impairments. This type of attitude clearly shows a situation of discrimination on the basis of disability which has been expressly prohibited in Italy by law no. 67/2006 “Measures for the legal protection of persons with disabilities who are victims of discrimination”.
Specific situation of women with disabilities

It is important to note that women with disabilities are not included in prevention policies and rarely fall in the statistics on violence even though they are perceived as an "easy target" and doubly exposed to the risk of suffering physical and sexual violence than women without disabilities. Further, 39-68% of girls and 16-30% of boys with intellectual disabilities will be sexually abused before their eighteenth birthday.

The danger of being subject to violence or abuse is real for persons, especially women, with mental or intellectual disabilities and living in institutions: having complete dependence on others exposes them to the risk of violence and even when they manage to survive violence, they cannot find the protection services suitable for them. Professionals of counselling and emergency services in this area are often unaware of the risks that women with disabilities run because they do not know their condition or because they do not recognize the abuse as violent and associated with the disability. The risk of misreading the signs is substantially reduced when professionals have attended specific training courses.

At the same time, professionals responsible for receiving complaints of rape should be trained on how to approach women with a disability when they report violence or mistreatment and abuse. Statistics show that out of the many cases brought before the court, only a few of them are perpetrated against women with disabilities. This means that either violence is not reported or the disabled woman is not believed because she may not be able to report the incident on an equal basis as others.
There is no reference to women with disabilities in any law enacted in favor of women in Italy
. Although women with disabilities are those most exposed to violence of sexual nature, physical and psychological, there is no reference to them in Law no. 66/1996 "Rules against sexual violence"

. We can assume that the lack of legislative references is the basis of a complete absence of data relating to women with disabilities in Italy. Even in the 2006 report by ISTAT "Violence and abuse against women"
 there is no data on women with disabilities. However on 5 June 2015 it published a new report
 in which there is some data on women with disabilities, which has been positively registered by the DPOs.  
Recommendations:

· Take steps to address the heightened risk for women and children with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices in the home, institutions and the community, including conducting a detailed survey on victims of violence and systematic data collection in this regard disaggregated by disability and gender amongst other indicators. Take immediate measures, in close cooperation with children and women with disabilities and their representative organizations, to ensure that both services (including shelters) and information for victims are made accessible taking into account age and disability appropriate accommodations, and strengthening sanctions for perpetrators and remedies for victims. Implement a program on protecting persons with disabilities from exploitation, abuse and violence.

· Provide training to persons with disabilities and their family members on right to be free of violence, reporting to police and complaints mechanisms and equally provide training to police, medical professionals and social workers on communicating and interacting with persons with disabilities and their rights in cooperation with organizations of persons with disabilities.

· Adopt a formal and systematic twin track approach to the rights of women and girls with disabilities and take concrete steps to mainstream the rights of women and girls with disabilities across all laws, policies and programmes including those on gender equality, and systematically collect data disaggregated not only by gender but also by disability across all sectors.

Articles 13 and 14 – The right to education

Issue no. 26

Please indicate whether the State party is considering increasing rather than decreasing public expenditure on education, and report on measures taken to mitigate the effects of the increase in indirect educational costs on children’s access to education. Please also outline the measures taken to address the early school leaving (dropout) rates, especially in the south, and provide statistical data on school dropout rates at various levels of education, disaggregated by age, sex, nationality and urban/rural area. 

Official statistics and surveys only report the absolute values of number of students with disabilities without any disaggregation with regard to gender. The only official survey published by the National Statistics Institute (ISTAT) on education and disability that includes gender, dates back to 2005
. In this survey, on a total population of 178.220 students enrolled in upper secondary (10-13yrs) and higher level (13-18yrs), the presence of male students with disabilities amounts to 14,3% while the number of female students with disabilities to only 8,4%. 

The statistics collected in the following years by the National Institute of Statistics and also used by the Ministry of Education, continue to confirm the trend of increased presence of males than females
.   Although the reasons for this disparity are not explored scientifically, organizations of persons with disabilities continue to register complaints by their female members on the many barriers they face in accessing the education system.

Law no.244/2007 fixed the ratio of one support teacher to every two students with disabilities at most, for each class, in an effort to ensure inclusive education for students with disabilities. But the same law fixed the maximum number of support teachers at the national basis and prohibits the recruitment of more support teachers to correspond to the presence of pupils with severe disabilities, in derogation of the law. In the past two years there had been a general convergence to the 1:2 ratio at national level, however discrepancies still persisted at the regional level where this ratio varies considerably between northern and southern regions. 

In practice, there has been a strong and generalized cut of support teacher places throughout Italy. The situation gradually deteriorated over time due to the linear budget cuts and the increase of the number of students with disabilities in schools and the unchanged number of support teachers. This caused the reduction of support teaching hours assigned to each student. This situation together with a reduction of hours of support teachers, have led the Courts to rule in favor of  the appeals of a quite high number of families
.The decision of the Constitutional Court no. 80/2010 of 3 March 2010
  stressed that it is necessary to guarantee the education of students with disabilities with corresponding coherent support and to interpret all Italian legislation in the light of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  The decision however continues to be disregarded.

Although the participation in extra-curricular activities should be guaranteed the same way as the participation in classes, students with disabilities rarely participate in school trips due to the lack of adequate personnel and often parents are called to assist their children during such activities. Accessibility still remains a delicate issue, in terms of physical access to the premises (13% of school buildings have architectural barriers) and use of appropriate technology to facilitate the participation of students with sensory or intellectual disabilities (more than 1/4 of the schools do not have adapted computer stations and about 1/3 of support teachers did not attend courses on educational technologies for students with disabilities). Above all, the lack of coordination between the various institutions in charge of the education process of a student with disabilities strongly undermines the efficiency and effectiveness of the teaching system
.
Organizations of persons with disabilities are fully involved in the discussion related to the school reform which also aims at strengthening inclusion. They drafted and promoted a text to a group of parliamentarians that has now become draft law no. 2444 “Provisions to improve the quality of inclusive education of students with disabilities and others with special educational needs”
 submitted to the Parliament. Fully in line with the CRPD, among other things, it strengthens the formation of future regular and support teachers on inclusive education.

	Recommendations:

· Prepare teachers and educators and provide them with supporting and assistive devices; strengthen the study of inclusive education as an integral and obligatory part of core teacher training curricula at the universities in order to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are provided at the very beginning of teacher training and teaching careers, ensure that individual education plans are established for all students and ensure the availability of assistive devices, accessible education materials and the provision of support in classrooms. 

· Take steps to ensure the accessibility of school environments, curricula, material and technologies, and ensure appropriate and adequate support measures for students with disabilities including sufficient number of support teachers in classrooms for sufficient periods of time to ensure their learning needs are met;  avoid budget and resource cuts which result in their exclusion and constitute disability based discrimination.


Article 15 – The right to culture and to the benefits of scientific progress

Issues 28, 29

Please provide information on the steps taken by the State party to ensure the right of all persons, including the disadvantaged and marginalized, to take part in cultural life and to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications. 

Please indicate the measures taken by the State party to facilitate access to the Internet for disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups. 
Persons with disabilities in Italy still face significant obstacles in fully participating to cultural life and benefiting from technological advancements as, on one hand, existing public services have considerable difficulties in including accessibilities among their core standards and, on the other, more recently developed services based on new technologies are not projected with a universal design approach.
The television, radio, web-based information, public conferences, museums, cinemas and other means of cultural development are not thought of as inclusive, thus limiting not only the participation of citizens, including persons with disabilities but also persons whose Italian is not their first language or the elderly, but also the enrichment of the population as a whole.
For instance, the use of plain and easy to read language, Braille, audio formats, and augmentative and alternative communication, subtitles along with sign language when providing a public service or promoting a private activity is extremely scarce. Where it is foreseen, the quality of the service is often questionable. 

For instance, although the contract between the State and the RAI (Radio Televisione Italiana, Italian television and radio public service) had expired in 2012, negotiations for its triennial renewal 2012-2015 are still taking place. According to the general provision of this contract, in article 13, RAI has the duty to provide a public service including persons with disabilities in order to grant their right to information and to foster their inclusion in society. In this context, the contract foresees that (only) 60% of TV show schedule be subtitled and that each channel provides at least one newscast with the support of sign language.
Currently there is no clear engagement by the public television to make the entirety of the TV show schedule covering cultural shows, the news, political debates, sports and entertainment show accessible to persons with a hearing disability, thus limiting their use of this public service creating an imbalance compared to other citizens. Moreover, it is not foreseen an evaluation system of the quality of this service which, Disabled People’s Organization, claim to be insufficient. The lack of official data on the number and quality of accessibility means does not allow the civil society to have full knowledge of the extent of the violation.
With regards to access to the internet and assimilated technologies, the situation is critical, all the same. While there is legislation which sets out specific rules on web accessibility, there is a continued failure to comply with the Law no 4/04, which protects and guarantees the right of access of persons with disabilities to Governmental IT services and public web-site, and other subsequent rules (Legislative Decree no 82/05 E-Government Code; Law Decree no 112/08, converted into Law no 133/08; Decree Law no 179/12, converted into Law no 221/12). Moreover within public administration, there is a lack of general culture of digital inclusion and (digital) skills on accessibility.

For example, Ministerial Decree no 39/15 identifying the topics of the second written test in the Examinations of second degree of secondary education, which has been published in digital format, is not accessible by means of assistive technologies, de-facto preventing people with visual disabilities to access the contents
.

Some years ago, the Ministry of Education introduced the Digital Register that allows teachers, through the school website, to access the appropriate online platform for entering all the data that is normally taken in class and personal registers. This innovative tool available to teaching staff (and parents of students) is creating many difficulties for teachers with visual impairment who do not actually have access to that system either by the personal computer or with specific applications.

The Ministry of Education is a Public Administration and is therefore obliged by law to provide services that are accessible directly through the website or through internal technologies used by their employees. The Circular letter to Public Administration of 29 March 2013 is very clear in this regard and stresses that each workstation of public officers must be accessible and must have all the necessary support to perform the tasks required by their work.

It is therefore worrying to note that the Ministry is doubly at fault: firstly because the register and the Digital platform (named ARGO) are not accessible, secondly because the employee IT work station is not provided with the essential assistive technology.

According to the data collected by the Consorzio Interuniversitario Nazionale per l’Informatica (CINI) in  2013:

· 34% of primary school pupils and the 25% of secondary school students do not have access to the web 

· 4 % uses daily the web network

· Only 44% of classroom is equipped with multimedia tools and web network connections

In December 2014, the Ministry of Education signed a three-year protocol with Telecom Italia (Italian telephone company) named “EducaTi” to promote solutions to support the digitalization of schools, in line with the plan "The Good School" proposed by the Government. This Plan aims to raise the quality of the education offered in educational institutions through didactic innovation and the integration of new technologies in learning processes. The situation of students with disabilities is not mentioned in this project and de facto this invisibility excludes them from benefiting of this innovative opportunity.

	Recommendation:
· Increase and improve all communication forms and means (sign language, subtitles, plain and easy to read language, audio formats, augmentative and alternative communication) of all radio and TV channels (including digital channels and satellite TV) so that all persons with disabilities, including children, can access the service, covering 100% of the radio and TV show schedule reaching and maintain the highest attainable standard of quality.

· Enact legislation to ensure that information provided to the general public, including public sector employees, is accessible to persons with disabilities, by promoting and facilitating the use of sign languages, plain language, Braille, audio formats, and augmentative and alternative communication in official interactions, and to enact laws to make websites accessible and to ensure that websites are designed and developed according to accessibility guidelines.


� UNAR has been set up following the European Directive 2000/43/ EC on race and ethnicity, which is described in the Report of the Italian Parliament as “equality body” (2013 ): � HYPERLINK "http://www.unar.it/unar/portal/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Relazione-al-Parlamento-2013.pdf" �http://www.unar.it/unar/portal/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Relazione-al-Parlamento-2013.pdf�


� Established by the law of 27 December 1997, n. 449 and then reformulated by the law 8 November 2000, n. 328. Inside it converge all funding related to national laws that apply in the field of social policies, and the additional resources allocated by the same law framework in favor of Regions and Autonomous Provinces. With the task, the latter, to distribute them on its territory for the implementation of the “Piani di Zona” (projects implemented at district level) prepared by the local authorities. In 2008 the total amount was 929 million, a figure in dramatic downward up to 70 million in 2012. In 2014 the allocation was 344 million. For 2015, the stability law (Article 1, paragraph 158) provides for an increase of 300 million to the amount already allocated in the previous Stability Law (14.5 million). Which means that by 2015 the Fund amounted to 314.5 million, a figure slightly lower than that available for 2014 (317 million).


�Law no. 296 of 27 December 2006 on "Measures for the preparation of the annual and multi-state" (Finance Act 2007), established the National Fund for non-self-sufficient, which aims to ensure, throughout the national territory, the implementation of essential levels of care benefits in favor of dependent persons. After initial funding (2007) to 300 million (400 for the following two years), the fund has been cancelled for two years (2011 and 2012), restored in 2013 (275 million) and confirmed for 2014 (350 million).


� CNEL (National Council on Economy and Labour) is provided for by the art.99 of Italian Constitution. It was held by Law n 936/86 and abolished by the Constitutional Reform in 2014. It is still active. It is a consultative body for the two Chambers and Government, has legislative power and may contribute to drafting economic and social legislations http://www.cnel.it/217?cnel_testo=2  


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnel.it/53?shadow_documenti=23418" �http://www.cnel.it/53?shadow_documenti=23418�


�Idem: Grafici 1 e 2, Welfare Italia: ripartizione degli investimenti nel sistema di protezione sociale.  While Europe 2010-2011 seems to pay the due attention to the condition of disability, housing, unemployment, family and health, Italy favors, instead, only the old age (+ 11.8%) and survivors insurance (+ 3.1 %) and protects less the condition of disability (-2.1%), household (-2.2%), unemployment (-3.3%), family (-3.3%) and health (-3%).


� See footnotes 1 and 2 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.istat.it/it/archivio/7566" �http://www.istat.it/it/archivio/7566�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.grusol.it/informazioni/18-09-13.PDF" �http://www.grusol.it/informazioni/18-09-13.PDF�


�Patto salute 2010-2012; legge 191/2009; vacanza contrattuale; legge 122/2010, Art.9-riduzione livello SSN- e Art.11-farmaceutica; legge 11/2011 - reintroduzione dei ticket e misure di contenimento della spesa SSN; DL 95/2012 (spendingreview); legge di stabilità Dicembre 2013 (tagli conseguenti).; Decreto mille proroghe


� AA.VV., � HYPERLINK "http://www.regioni.it/home_art.php?id=133" �www.regioni.it/home_art.php?id=133� TODARO Sara, Un’iniezione di austerità in corsia, Il Sole-24 Ore,15/10/12, pag.7, art. cit. nota 50


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnel.it/53?shadow_documenti=23418" �http://www.cnel.it/53?shadow_documenti=23418� page 42 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2014-04-24;66!vig=" �http://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legge:2014-04-24;66!vig=�


� AA.VV., Il rapporto sui LEA 2012 del Ministero della Salute, http:// � HYPERLINK "http://www.salute.gov.it/" �www.salute.gov.it/�


� For the list of the 43 organizations officially authorized to act on behalf of persons with disability to press charges on the basis of discrimination see here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/do/ricerca/pdf/serie_generale/3?resetSearch=true" �http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/do/ricerca/pdf/serie_generale/3?resetSearch=true�


�Seefootnote n. 2


�“Conversione in legge, con modificazioni, del decreto-legge 28 giugno 2013, n. 76, recante primi interventi urgenti per la promozione dell'occupazione, in particolare giovanile, della coesione sociale, nonche' in materia di Imposta sul valore aggiunto (IVA) e altre misure finanziarie urgenti. (13G00142)”� HYPERLINK "http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2013/08/22/13G00142/sg" �http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2013/08/22/13G00142/sg�


� Trial no. C-312/11. Link: � HYPERLINK "http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=9ea7d2dc30db595dce9c7eac40eaa9f0b99dba629708.e34KaxiLc3qMb40Rch0SaxuLbNb0?text=&docid=139105&pageIndex=0&doclang=it&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=362634" �http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=9ea7d2dc30db595dce9c7eac40eaa9f0b99dba629708.e34KaxiLc3qMb40Rch0SaxuLbNb0?text=&docid=139105&pageIndex=0&doclang=it&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=362634�


�Article 2, CRPD defines reasonable accommodation as : necessary and appropriate modification and adjustments not imposing a disproportionate or undue burden, where needed in a particular case, to ensure to persons with disabilities the enjoyment or exercise on an equal basis with others of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.


� “Persons registered to the only provincial list "ex L.68/99" at 31 December 2009 (absolute values)”. � HYPERLINK "http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAmQ8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$109$$$$$&o=3U&p=0&sp=null&l=1&exp=0" �http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAmQ8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$109$$$$$&o=3U&p=0&sp=null&l=1&exp=0�


�� HYPERLINK "http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAmM8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$909$$$$$&o=1R1M&v=1UL0904M0ANE00000000000&p=0&sp=null&l=1%20&exp=0" �http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAmM8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$909$$$$$&o=1R1M&v=1UL0904M0ANE00000000000&p=0&sp=null&l=1 &exp=0�


� An analogous situation can be found among people without disability: 61% are men and 37,5% women. 


�In the National Statistics Institute, ISTAT, delivers employment and unemployment rate on a monthly basis, their absolute values and the percentage of female and male rates for the two conditions. Unfortunately it is not stated whether such numbers include working women with disabilities.


� HYPERLINK "http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAmM8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$909$$$$$&o=1R1M&v=1UL0904O0ANE0000000010000&p=0&sp=null&l%20=1&exp=0%20" �http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAmM8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$909$$$$$&o=1R1M&v=1UL0904O0ANE0000000010000&p=0&sp=null&l =1&exp=0�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.nuovowelfare.it/nuovoWelfare/store/fileStore/File/STUDI%20e%20RICERCHE/DonneDisabili/PercorsoLavorativoDonne_Libro.pdf" �http://www.nuovowelfare.it/nuovoWelfare/store/fileStore/File/STUDI%20e%20RICERCHE/DonneDisabili/PercorsoLavorativoDonne_Libro.pdf�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.condicio.it/allegati/93/CIES_Rapporto_2011_2012.pdf" \o "Rapporto" �Rapporto sulle politiche contro la povertà e l’esclusione sociale�. See here http://www.condicio.it/allegati/93/CIES_Rapporto_2011_2012.pdf


� They are living in a state of material deprivation 24.7% of individuals with severe limitations and 19.7% of non-severe, compared with 14.2% of persons without limitations. The same is recorded in the case of serious deprivation, which affects 11.9% and 8.6% of people with severe limitations and is non-severe, compared with 6.1% of those without limitations.


�47.9% of households with at least one person with disability claims not to be able to deal with an unexpected expense, compared with 32.3% of households without disabled members. In 2009, the average net household income of families with at least one person with disabilities was equal, in Italy, to 31.660 euro compared to 40.698 euro of households without disabled members.


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.gruppocrc.net" �www.gruppocrc.net�


� ISTAT, La povertà in Italia, 17 luglio 2013. The estimated incidence of relative poverty (ie the percentage of families and poor people) is calculated on the basis of a conventional threshold (poverty line) that identifies the value of consumption expenditure below which, a household is defined as poor in relative terms. The “relative poverty” threshold for a family of two is equal to the average monthly expenditure per person in the country, which in 2012 was of 990,88 euro (-2% on the value of the threshold in 2011). Families composed by two members who have a monthly spending at or below this figure, are classified as poor. For families of different number in members, the value of the line is obtained by applying an equivalence scale, which takes into account the economies of scale as the number of components increases.


� http://www.fondazionenildeiotti.it/docs/documento4338870.pdf “The women Laws that change Italy. Pag 17 Cronological order (1950-2011) of Laws 


� http://www.solideadonne.org/pdf/legislazione/scheda_legge_66_1996.pdf Beneficiaries of the law are men and women, adult or minor, obliged to perform and suffer sexual acts. Special protection is given to children. 


� The available surveys on www.osservatoriopedofilia.gov.it are focused on the crimes or on the persons reported and not on the victims. 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.minori.it/centronazionale" �http://www.minori.it/centronazionale�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.osservatoriopedofilia.gov.it/%20" �http://www.osservatoriopedofilia.gov.it/�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.gruppocrc.net/IMG/pdf/2_Rapporto_CRC_2010_StC.pdf%20" �http://www.gruppocrc.net/IMG/pdf/2_Rapporto_CRC_2010_StC.pdf� English abridged version pag 74-75 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.osservatoriopedofilia.gov.it/dpo/resources/cms/documents/1_rel_parl_pedof_2005_2007.pdf" �http://www.osservatoriopedofilia.gov.it/dpo/resources/cms/documents/1_rel_parl_pedof_2005_2007.pdf�


� “Maltreatment of children: how many victims in Italy?” published in 2012 � HYPERLINK "http://www.terredeshommes.it/dnload/dossier-bambini-maltrattatitdh-cismai.pdf" �http://www.terredeshommes.it/dnload/dossier-bambini-maltrattatitdh-cismai.pdf�. Carried out by CISMAI and Terres des Hommes, two NGOs that are also members of the CRC Group, a civil society network that follows the implementation of the CRC and produces yearly reports, as well as the shadow reports to the CRC committee.


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.acp.it/wp-content/uploads/Quaderni-acp-2014_212_69.pdf" �http://www.acp.it/wp-content/uploads/Quaderni-acp-2014_212_69.pdf�


� Jones L et al. Prevalence and risk of violence against children with disabilities: a systematic review and meta-analysis of observational studies. Lancet 2012;380:899-90 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.it/doc/4816/bambini-e-disabilita-il-fenomeno-in-cifre.htm" �http://www.unicef.it/doc/4816/bambini-e-disabilita-il-fenomeno-in-cifre.htm�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.garanteinfanzia.org/sites/default/files/documenti/legge%20112-2011.pdf" �http://www.garanteinfanzia.org/sites/default/files/documenti/legge%20112-2011.pdf�


�Sobsey, 1994, as reported in Reynolds, 1997 cited in Rousso 2000


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.fondazionenildeiotti.it/docs/documento4338870.pdf" �http://www.fondazionenildeiotti.it/docs/documento4338870.pdf� “The women Laws that change Italy. Pg 17 Chronological order (1950-2011) of Laws 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.salute.gov.it/imgs/C_17_normativa_1557_allegato.pdf" �http://www.salute.gov.it/imgs/C_17_normativa_1557_allegato.pdf�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.solideadonne.org/pdf/legislazione/scheda_legge_66_1996.pdf" �http://www.solideadonne.org/pdf/legislazione/scheda_legge_66_1996.pdf�  Beneficiaries of the law are men and women, adult or minor, obliged to perform and suffer sexual acts. Special protection is given to children.


�� HYPERLINK "http://www3.istat.it/dati/catalogo/20091012_00/Inf_08_07_violenza_contro_donne_2006.pdf" �http://www3.istat.it/dati/catalogo/20091012_00/Inf_08_07_violenza_contro_donne_2006.pdf�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.istat.it/it/files/2015/06/Violenze_contro_le_donne.pdf?title=Violenza+contro+le+donne+-+05%2Fgiu%2F2015+-+Testo+integrale.pdf" �http://www.istat.it/it/files/2015/06/Violenze_contro_le_donne.pdf?title=Violenza+contro+le+donne+-+05%2Fgiu%2F2015+-+Testo+integrale.pdf�


� Disabilità in cifre – Istituto Nazionale di Statistica:  � HYPERLINK "http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAqw8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$909$$$$$&o=1T1S&v=1UL0900R0ANE00000000000&p=0&sp=null&l=1&ex%20p=1%20" �http://dati.disabilitaincifre.it/dawinciMD.jsp?a1=uAqw8I8&a2=_y&n=$$$909$$$$$&o=1T1S&v=1UL0900R0ANE00000000000&p=0&sp=null&l=1&ex p=1�


��HYPERLINK "../CESCR- Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights/ISTAT,"��ISTAT,�  scholastic  year 2013-2014: � HYPERLINK "http://www.istat.it/en/archive/143472" �http://www.istat.it/en/archive/143472�; scholastic year 2012-2013:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.istat.it/en/archive/107318" �http://www.istat.it/en/archive/107318�; scholastic year 2011-2012: � HYPERLINK "http://www.istat.it/en/archive/80724" �http://www.istat.it/en/archive/80724�; scholastic year 2010-2011 (available only in Italian): � HYPERLINK "http://www.istat.it/it/archivio/50280%20scholastic%20year%202010-2011" �http://www.istat.it/it/archivio/50280�


� Information collected by disabled people’s organizations which, in some cases, provide those families with legal support, lead to a number of 5.000 cases won. 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.cortecostituzionale.it/actionSchedaPronuncia.do?anno=2010&numero=80" �http://www.cortecostituzionale.it/actionSchedaPronuncia.do?anno=2010&numero=80�


� See also the � HYPERLINK "http://gruppocrc.net/IMG/pdf/VIIIrapportoCRC.pdf" �8th CRCreport�, updated each year by a group of associations and NGOs, including organizations of persons with disabilities such as the Italian Federation for overcoming handicap (FISH), which is a full member of FID


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.camera.it/_dati/leg17/lavori/schedela/apriTelecomando_wai.asp?codice=17PDL0025500" �http://www.camera.it/_dati/leg17/lavori/schedela/apriTelecomando_wai.asp?codice=17PDL0025500�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.superando.it/2015/02/12/accessibilita-digitale-che-combini-ministero/" �http://www.superando.it/2015/02/12/accessibilita-digitale-che-combini-ministero/�
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